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Identifying Marine Phytoplankton is an accurate and authoritative guide to the identification of

marine diatoms and dinoflagellates, meant to be used with tools as simple as a light microscope.

The book compiles the latest taxonomic names, an extensive bibliography (referencing historical as

well as up-to-date literature), synthesis and criteria in one indispensable source. Techniques for

preparing samples and containing are included as well as hundreds of detailed, helpful information.

Identifying Marine Phytoplankton is a combined paperback edition made available by popular

demand of two influential books published earlier--Marine Phytoplankton and Identifying Marine

Diatoms and Dinoflagellates. Key Features* Contains hundreds of illustrations showing critical

characteristics necessary for proper identification, plus keys and other guides* Provides up-to-date

taxonomic revisions* Includes species from around the world* Updates synthesis of modern and

historical literature presented by active researchers in the field* Compiles literature from around the

world into one handy source
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There are relatively few books on identifying marine phytoplankton and most are really dated or are

part of larger publications, such as the Schmidt Atlas of diatoms. These are not easily usable. It is

thus a happy circumstance to find a manageable book that addresses this need. "Identifying Marine

Phytoplankton" by Carmelo R. Tomas is just such a book. While it of course does not include the

non-planktonic forms, it is very thorough in its coverage of planktonic genera and species. Fully 380



of the 858 pages are devoted to diatoms, with the last chapters covering dinoflagellates, marine

flagellates and coccolithophorids. Originally published in two volumes, the current compendium is

likely to be a standard for some years to comec

Beneficial to both fresh and marine water taxonomic efforts. Very comprehensive and descriptive

regarding details used for taxonomic distinction and identification - methods for microscopic

examination, collection, culture, cell structure detail, nomenclature. I am very pleased to have made

the purchase - the text contains a lot of information not normally encountered in one source and

provides for an enjoyable read - smooth, organized, easily followed.

An excellent all round book.
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